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grating it. The grease is divided into very fine
drops which float about in the liquid and give it a
milky appearance.
By repeated treatment with degras, a certain de-
gree of suppleness is given to cKamois leather, and
presence of alkaline substances prevents any specific
odour due to rancidity, as the free fatty acids result-
ing therefrom are at once bound. In spite of this,
chamois leather has a characteristic smell, very prob-
ably due to small quantities of volatile fatty acids
which cannot be bound by the alkali.
As the application of degras only results in the
suppleness of the leather, this preparation can be
entirely substituted by glycerine: one application
of glycerine to the chamois leather (it must be
rubbed in as long as the leather is wet) quite does
away with the treatment with degras ; the leather is
hereby rendered supple, without after some time as-
suming a strong odour or darkening, as is more or
less the case with leather which has been treated
with degras.
For this and other similar purposes there is no
need, as will be seen, to use highly purified glycerine
which is absolutely colourless and odourless, but a
product may be used that has simply been obtained
by means of distillation, and which does not need to
be colourless and odourless. With regard to the
latter quality, it must be remarked that there should
be no smell of acrolein, as this substance even when
largely diluted has a very objectionable odour.
In the manufacture of   tawed   leather,  so-called